
  

 

 

Seventh Sunday of Easter 

May 21, 2023 

10:15 am 

 

 

Welcoming Words from St. Paul’s United 

Church of Christ  

Gathered in Response to God’s Invitation 
As people of faith and followers of Jesus Christ, we embrace 
and celebrate the beautiful and amazing diversity of God’s 
children. We believe that all people are created in the image 
of God and all are worthy of God’s love and grace. 
Remembering that Jesus calls us to love one another as he 
loves us, we welcome all people to St. Paul’s UCC regardless 
of race, age, gender, sexual orientation, gender identities 
and expressions, ability, culture, economic status, ethnicity, 
or family composition. 
 
We recognize that there are differences among us, but 
believe that we can love alike even though we may not think 
alike. We proclaim this covenant of welcome to all who have 
known the pain of exclusion or discrimination in church and 
society. We invite all people to join us in our faith journey 
toward greater love, understanding, and mutual respect. 
 

THE GIFT OF MUSIC TO GATHER US 
 

WORDS OF GREETING    
 DAVE BUSHNELL, GUEST PASTOR  

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God, in mystery and silence you are present in our 

lives, bringing new life out of destruction, hope out 

of despair, growth out of difficulty.  We thank you 

that you do not leave us alone but labor to make us 

whole.  Help us to perceive your unseen hand in the 

unfolding of our lives, and to attend to the gentle 

guidance of your Spirit, that we may know the joy 

you give your people.  Amen.  

*CALL TO WORSHIP  
*An asterisk indicates when the people stand in body or 
spirit. Bold text indicates when the people speak. 

One: Rejoice, people of God! Celebrate the life 

within you, and Christ’s presence in your midst!  

Our eyes shall be opened! The present will have 

new meaning, and the future will be bright with 

hope.      

Rejoice, people of God!  Bow your heads before the 

One who is our wisdom and our strength.    

We place ourselves before our god, that we may 

be touched and cleansed by the power of God’s 

spirit.                                                                                                             

*OPENING PRAYER (TOGETHER) 
Living God, we come to worship you 
praising you for the past and trusting you 
for the future!  We come to join our will to 
your will, make your purpose our purpose, 
and your love our love.  We come in the 
name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

(As a sign our deep fellowship and communion 
with God and with one another, let us personally 
greet one another with a handshake or peace sign 
and bless one another with the peace that comes 
from being in Christ.)  
Peace be with you. 
     And also with you. 
Let us share the peace of Christ with one another.  

     
  



  

 

*SINGING TOGETHER 
     “We Worship You, God” BLACK #26 
We worship you, God; your power and your love  
are blazoned abroad, around, and above: 
Our Shield and Defender, the Ancient of Days, 
pavilioned in splendor, and girded with praise. 
 
We tell of your might, we sing of your grace, 
whose robe is the light, whose canopy space: 
Your chariots of wrath the deep thunderclouds 
form, and broad is your path on the wings of the 
storm. 
The earth, with its store of wonders untold, 
Almighty, your power has founded of old, 
Established it fast by a changeless decree, 
And round it you cast, like a mantle, the sea. 
 
Your bountiful care, what tongue can recite? 
It breathes in the air, it shines in the light; 
It streams from the hills, it descends to the 
plain, 
and sweetly distills in the dew and the rain. 
 
Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail, 
in you do we trust, nor find you to fail; 
Your mercies how tender, how firm to the end, 
our Maker, Defender, Redeemer, and Friend! 
CCLI License #1414709. 

We Pray for Transformation 
INTRODUCTION 

We have life, and the power to live it, from God.  
Let us acknowledge it and admit our faults.   
 

PRAYER FOR TRANSFORMATION AND NEW LIFE 

(TOGETHER) 
                   (Let us sing our prayer using NCH #544) 

One: (V. 1) If I have been the source of pain, O 

God; If to the weak I have refused my strength; If, 

in rebellion, I have strayed away; Forgive me, God. 

All: (V. 2) If I have spoken words of cruelty; If I 

have left some suffering unrelieved; Condemn 

not my insensitivity; Forgive me, God. 

(V. 3) If I’ve insisted on a peaceful life; Far from 

the struggles that the gospel brings, 

When you prefer to guide me to the strife; 

Forgive me, God.  

 (V. 4) Receive, O God, this ardent word of prayer; 

And free me from temptation’s subtle snare; With 

tender patience, lead me to your care; Amen, Amen.  

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
One: (a verse of forgiveness) God’s love in Jesus Christ is 

freely given. Receive the good news and lift up your 

hearts; God’s new creation offers us new starts.                                                

Thanks be to God.   

SUNG RESPONSE  

    “There’s a Spirit of Love in this Place”   
  Sing! #33: vs. 2 
  There’s the presence of peace in this room, 
  In God’s tenderness is found 
Peace that passes human bounds. 
There’s the presence of peace in this room. 
 
 O alleluia, sing alleluia! 
 We bless your holy name. 
 O alleluia, sing alleluia! 
 There’s a spirit of love in this place. 
     CCLI License #1414709.  

We Hear God’s Word 
MINISTRY THROUGH MUSIC 

“Bound for the Kingdom”  Words by Sally 
Robinson, Music by Stephen Andrews 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
Grant us, O Lord, by your Word and Holy Spirit, 
that in your light we may see light, in your truth 
find freedom, and in your will discover peace; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

GOSPEL READING                          MATTHEW 18:15-22 
     …Our Gospel reading begins. 
“If your brother or sister sins against you, go and 
point out the fault when the two of you are alone. 
If you are listened to, you have regained that 
one.  But if you are not listened to, take one or 
two others along with you, so that every word 
may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three 
witnesses. 

  



  

 

  If that person refuses to listen to them, tell it to 
the church, and if the offender refuses to listen 
even to the church, let such a one be to you as a 
gentile and a tax collector.  Truly I tell you, 
whatever you bind on earth will be bound in 
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be 
loosed in heaven.  Again, truly I tell you, if two of 
you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will 
be done for you by my Father in heaven.  For 
where two or three are gathered in my name, I am 
there among them.” Then Peter came and said to 
him, “Lord, if my brother or sister sins against 
me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven 
times?”  Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, 
I tell you, seventy-seven times. 
 
     God is still speaking! 
        Spread the Word! 

 
SPECIAL MUSIC: “SPECIAL PEOPLE”                                   

OFFERED BY PASTOR BUSHNELL 
 
MEDITATION: “RENEW OR RELEASE”  

We Respond to God’s Word 
ORDER OF HEALING 

One: Let us offer a prayer of thanksgiving over 
the oil.   
Eternal God, you are the Sun of Righteousness 
who rises with healing in your wings to put to 
flight the enemies that assault us.  We thank you 
for oil, used by prophets and apostles as a sign if 
your grace and favor.  Send your Holy Spirit on us 
and this medicine of mercy that through this 
anointing your servants may again know the 
health that comes from you through Jesus Christ 
our Savior. Amen.     
 
(An invitation will be shared for come forward to be 
anointed with oil.  You may come forward for yourself, or 
you may come as a channel of God’s healing for someone 
else.)   

 
     PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

We give praise and thanks to you, O God!  In 
Jesus Christ, you have given us life; brought 
ministry, forgiveness, healing, and peace; 
commanded the disciples to heal the sick; and 
continued the healing ministry among us to 
this day.  Keep us mindful of your love and 
mercy that we may be faithful throughout all 
our day, in the name of Jesus Christ.  Amen.  

          
A TIME FOR PRAYER 

PRAYERS ON BEHALF OF THE PEOPLE 
THE PRAYER OF OUR SAVIOR (TOGETHER) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be 
thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
ENCOURAGEMENT TO SHARING OUR TITHES AND 

OFFERINGS  
You are invited to place your gifts in the offering basket as 
you arrive or depart from our worship together.  

Let us with gladness present the offerings of our 
life and labor to the Lord. 
DEDICATING OUR OFFERING (TOGETHER) 

Let our material gifts make possible 
spiritual ministries of reconciliation and 
love-restored community.   Amen.    

We Go Out to Serve  
*GOOD WORDS FOR GOING FORTH  

Go now, remembering what we have done here.  
Go now, remembering what God has done for us.  
Go now, into the world where apathy and half-
heartedness are dominant, where love too often is 
hard to find.  Go now, walking with each other 
and working with each other in the spirit of love.  
Be awake, be alert, be alive to the needs around 
you and to the glory of God in Jesus Christ.  And 
may God’s peace and joy be with you always. 
Amen. 

*BLESSING 
May God bless you and keep you.  May God’s 
face shine upon you and be gracious to you.  
May God look upon you with kindness and 
give you peace.   Amen.  

  



  

 

*SINGING TOGETHER 
“O for a World”   BLACK #575 

 
O for a world where everyone respects each 
other's ways, 
Where love is lived and all is done with 
justice and with praise. 
 
O for a world where goods are shared and 
misery relieved, 
Where truth is spoken, children spared, 
equality achieved. 
 
We welcome one world family and struggle 
with each choice 
That opens us to unity and gives our vision 
voice. 
 
The poor are rich, the weak are strong, the 
foolish ones are wise. 
Tell all who mourn, outcasts belong, who 
perishes will rise. 

 
O for a world preparing for God's glorious 
reign of peace, 
Where time and tears will be no more, and 
all but love will cease.  

     CCLI LICENSE #1414709 
 
TAKE WITH YOU GOD’S GIFT OF MUSIC   


