for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.”

F R | E N D LY - Thessalonians 5:16-18SNR

NEWSCASTER

Dear Friends,

“Give thanks in all circumstances...” Really!? Hiiely
we would want the Apostle Paul to qualify these wordswHo
about ‘give thanks in son@rcumstances’ or ‘give thanks in some
things’? Paul certainly means alhen he writes to us. There are
no qualifications in his exhortation.

Isn’t this impossible, though, for church folks? Whatatb
persons who have faced lingering days of unemployment or
underemployment during these lean economic seasons? How
about persons who face terrible morale in their wodgdaevery
day? What of persons who have experienced abuse lzitde of
a parent or a trusted member of their neighborhood®yéu
going to give thanks, then” “Give thanks in everything!?”

Paul writes this way, because he knows that life is
governed, moment to moment, by our worship of God. Alifef
is a worshipful experience for those who are seekirdptGod’'s
will. Worship time is not just reserved for Sunday maogsiim the
church sanctuary.

If all of life is worship, then gratitude and thanks flowt
of the worship, that closeness with God, as a necebggrgoduct.
Jesus surely was filled with thankfulness his whoks kind it did
not disappear when the circumstances of his life becans¢
conflicted and harsh.

Worship of God, our earnest desire to please God with our
whole being, is the priority which governs everything elseind
us. Whether the circumstances of these days and weegsad
or bad for us, the goal of honoring God and seeking to dbsGo
will means perpetual thanksgiving.

This is one of the crucial marks of Christian lifgowful
discipline which helps us prepare well for the coming migklesus
into our lives. Tend carefully to your worship practicesamly in
this season of Advent but also in every season ahead.

| and Jean trust that you will experience a blessed
Christmas holiday.

Yours In Christ,

Pastor Dennis




DECEMBER SPECIAL DAYS:

' ' ' Please remember the
Sirthdays Baptismal Birthdays following In your prayers:
1 Alyssa Hoke 2 Deb Henry Members
1 Chester Wallick 2 Sara Hartman
2 Joyce Dubbs 5 Millard Myers
3 Kim Henry 5 David Klinedinst
4 Terry Gruver 5 Greyson Stough
7 Allyson Kern 6 Allyson Hoke Members & Friends in assisted
9 Tate Brooks 7 Noah Church living and nursing homes
10 Lucinda Gruver 10 Tanner Hoffman
15 Danielle Riddle 10 Karlee Dubbs
18 James Wherley 13 Nancy Miller
20 Kathy Linsey 18 Jena Hull .
20 Kurt Linsey 30 Jeannie Wallick ) -
20 Greg Kern 31 Jacqueline Senft #

21 Mackenzie Fritz
27 Gerald Gentzler
28 Chris Stough
30 Mark Hull

Members of the military and
their families

Wedding Anniversaries # #

10 Scott & Jacquie Young * ()
15 Bradley & Christina

Stough W
Friends
December Offerings: - %
Sunday School: York Cancer Patient Help Fund
Worship: Christmas Fund A

Please contact the church offietpaulsstoverstown@comcast.ne225-6357) or Nancy at
225-4443 to make corrections or additions to the newsletteents




Sunday School hour: 9:00  Worship: 10:15

Choir rehearsals (Thursday evenings):

/ + Sonshine Singerdor ages 3 t0"3
Grocery cards make grade) 6:30 — 7:00
great stocking stuffers. We have Giant, Weis + Yahweh Sinqer$4th grade on up)
and Kennies from $10.00 to $100.00. 7:00
Remember the church receivess 5% on every L Shalom Choi(High School on up)
card toward our Faith Challenge. 7-30
# 0 + The Agape groupehearse on the
1 / Thursday evening prior to the first
Sunday each month— the band
| practices at 6:30 and the singers at
! 7:00
2 3 Contact Joy Gobrecht (225-0540) for more
/ information.

Mission:1 report. A grand total of 297
Nurse Notes— be sure to review the Nurse items were delivered to West York Church
Notes pages that accompany the newsletter of the Brethren's Food Pantry. Also 3 letters

mailing. Information on musical were written. Thanks to everyone who
instruments, forgiveness, soup, sleep, and supported the project! To learn more, check
listening are there. out www.ucc.org

Just Iin time for hc:liday shoppint. .4 5# 3

Paul's cookbook "Pleasures from the % 36 57588 9:58

Good Earth" is now available for the sale
price of $10 per copy. All money goes to
our Faith Challenge.

OFFICIAL CALL FOR ANNUAL MEETING:

The annual meeting of our congregation will be hedthediately following
worship on Sunday December 11, 2011. Voting o201 budget and electing
members to Consistory, Planned Giving Committed,d&legates who will serve
on our behalf to the York Association and the PEentral Conference.

Please make every effort to attend.




Winter is coming! To keep ahead of the
cold the Stewardship Committee is
organizing asock and
mitten tree during the
month of November.
Gifts of socks, gloves,
scarves, mittens, ear
muffs, and capwvill i
cover our Christmas tree S
in the narthex. Gifts will * :
be given to York area agencies that help
persons who may be struggling to stay
warm. Please think about this project as
you do your own holiday shopping!

The4 Our Church fund is growing! In

the three years we’'ve participated in this
campaign, members have contributed over
$16,000. Combined with special gifts
matching funds of nearly $14,000, we are
nearing $30,000. For the year 2011,
$6,000 has been designated for matching
gifts. As of September 30, 2011, we have
received $4,040.41 in this calendar year
which leaves $1959.59 still available for
matching gifts. Contributions can be
made using the green thermometer
envelopes available in the pew racks. Then
check out the thermometer in the church
narthex and watch it rise!

This year the Outreach and Fellowship Committee is coordghatChristmas outreach
through the Southern Community Services. All gifts shouldt bleeachurch by Sunday
December 11th. You may provide wrapping paper and ribboruifwseh. Grocery cards to
Giant and gas cards are greatly appreciated. If you wamtintribute to utilities you can
make your check payable to Southern Community Servicesulhgve any questions see
Maryann.

Advent Servicesthis year will rotate among St. Peter’s (LischeWgv. 30, Christ Codorus
in Jefferson- Dec. 7, and our congregation- Dec. 14. All baigh00. Light refreshments
follow each service. The theme is “Advent...RememberixgeEting, Waiting”.

Monetary Offerings will be donated to the Ronald McDonaldig¢oin Hershey in honor of
Jackson Salemme and family. Non-perishable food iterasidta bars or other individually
wrapped snack items, individual serving size meals, packagdies and snacks) will also
be donated.

We will be preparing a meal f@ur Daily Bread on Thursday, December 29th. We are
asking for "breads" for dessert. We will be assembhegcasserole on Wednesday
afternoon. All the breads should be at the church by 9 Althe 294



CHRISTIAN EDUCATION / SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS

SKY GROUP NEWS—Check out the web site page devoted to Christ@urcktion
information (ttp://stpaulsstoverstown.org/MAIN_PAGES/christiad.htn) for upcoming
events.

The last of the
workcamp

The Youth group will be holding a
Progressive Dinneqgain this year on

S

- F
Saturday, December 3Please plan to Why Go Anywhere Efse? fundraisers was
attend and support them in this a Rutter's

fundraiser. Couponsale. About 50 coupons are still

: available. For $4 you get a coupon for a
free small fountain drink and a sub or
sausage or hotdog. They would make
great stocking stuffers! See a youth
group member or Joy Gobrecht to make
a purchase

The Christian Education committee is excited tocwaie everyone to join a Sunday School
class! This fall the classes for children and yoatid adult class led by Chip Hoover will all
be using drand new curriculum. This curriculum is based on the weekly scriptiglesred
during the worship service and the teachers areeixto try it with their students!

Sunday School Classewill be divided for PreKindergarten and Kindergart students
grades 1-4 and youth (fifth grade on up). In additio the Willing Workers class, there will
be an adult discussion class. The First Place &itH class (see information below) will
continue. Please consider making Sunday Schobbpgour faith journey.

Children’s Worship will continue during the 10:15 am Worship Serviesswell. This
year, we will be splitting our children into twofidrent age groups - children age 4 through
Kindergarten and children in grades 1 -4. Datedisted on the calendar.

TheFirst Place For Health Classis meeting during the Sunday School hour and are
exploring materials to use for our weekly discusdmcusing on total body wholeness —
heart, soul, body and mind. In addition to meetingSunday morning, several members
gather to walk one night a week and also to dolaeexercise one night a week. If you are
interested in learning more about this class oettezcise time, please talk to Jean Weidler
or Sally Kern or join us on Sunday mornings.



Hello dear people of St. Paul's Stoverstown,

many of you have already met me in the worship serbibée study, various committee-meetings and other
occasions. But still | want to use this newslettentooduce myself and share some of my experiences with
you.

My name is Matthias Ratz, born Septembef 1883, and I'm from Germany. | am in the United States as
an exchange minister or intern pastor for six months f@uotober through March. My German job-title is
Vikar. This means, that | have finished my academicalltiggcal education with a degree which is more or
less equivalent to the Master of Divinity. In the Gennsaurch there is a second phase of education, which
is more practical. These 2 ¥ years are called VikaDating that time a Vikar (probationer in ministry)
works in a congregation together with a mentoring seniooopastd gets paid for that. About every three
months he or she is going back to a seminary-like ungtit for two or three weeks, reflecting on their wor

in the parish and learn how to improve it. After a secexam in the end of the Vikariat, the new pastors
will be ordained and are open to look for a call in a dhurc

For me, Vikariat has started here in the UCC. Whenbagk | will start my regular Vikariat in April 2012.
So | am not ordained yet, but have received a call tastny by my Landeskirche, which allows me to
preach and administer the sacraments.

So, why am | here? The German Union of Evangelical ClasrUEK) has a partnership with the United
Church of Christ. One of the UCC's predecessors, vaadelical & Reformed Church, has it's roots in the
predecessors of the German UEK.

My Landeskirche (comparable to the Conference in th€)J&he Evangelical Church in the Rhineland
(EKIR), is particularly partnering with the Penn Ceh@anference (and two other Conferences). Besides St.
Paul's Stoverstown, Pastor Austin Chinault's Cashtowkiigthtstown Charge west of Gettysburg is co-
hosting me. | am staying at the Chinault's home andalsm accompanying Austin in his chaplaincy at
Homewood in Hanover.

So far the two congregations, Homewood, York and GaitgsBssociations, and the Conference kept me
busy and entertained. | try to alternate between&itl'f”and the Charge for the Sunday worship services. |
preached in both congregations already, read scripturk,aeer parts of the liturgy and participated in
Sunday school. One highlight was playing the with thespréiand at St. Paul's and the York Association
Annual Meeting.

During the week | try to attend some committee-meetargsother events. The Cashtown/McKnightstown
Charge has a growing youth group that | go to regularly. dwthree days per week | usually spend at
Homewood, visiting the residents, leading devotions andndgakiart in other activities such as the
Pennsylvania German Group or the very important Ping-Pomgigsen Friday morning.

Also | went up to the Conference's church camp HartmemeC on two occasions and to the Conference
Office in Harrisburg.

On top of all that, Austin, Diane and other people hoaving me the area and some of the sightseeing spots,
for example the Gettysburg battlefield and museum.\Wéether had provided some surprises, too. So | got
to shovel snow and chop wood in October.

The first two months of my time in the US have flolnquickly. People are very friendly and welcoming. |
am very glad to be here and enjoy every day, never tiegrety decision to come. I'm so very thankful for
this great opportunity. Thanks go especially to my Germaméskirche, Penn Central Conference, Diane
and Austin Chinault, Dennis and Jean Weidler and of couoseallt the people at St. Paul's,
Cashtown/McKnightstown and all the others, who made visyt possible in first place and so very
enjoyable now.

I'm looking forward to the next months in your midstydu like to contact me, please send me an email to
matz.ratz@gmx.der call me: (717) 881 5900.
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The countdown is on to the Christmas proghativity: Lights! Camera! Action!, which

will be held on Sunday, December 11. This event is for indal&gland families of all ages!
Please plan to arrive around 5:45 pm to get your assignmertesyin rehearsing promptly
at 6 o'clock. The show is bound to be full of surprises anddsinyell as the meaningful
story of Christ’s birth. If you haven't yet signed ujfegse do so in the church narthex or let
Jen Miller know if you'll be attending. We want to lea@nough supplies and costumes for
everyone! There will be time for refreshments at ¢& party in the basement immediately
following the program. See Jen if you have any questanout the show or Jane Bankert if
you would like to help with the refreshments. Thank you!

Caroling, caroling... Thursday,
December 15our choirs will be doing a
program at the chapel at Homewood
Home in Hanover at 6:45 PM.
Everyone is welcome to attend, and if
possible, come at 6:00 PM for a time of
caroling in the hallways for residents
not able to get to the program. Then
Saturday, December 17" we will meet
at 4:45 at the church for carpooling to
persons in the York area. We’'ll end up
at the Hoover’s on Palmer Drive for
snacks, fun and fellowship time.

Share Your Love&hristmas Card
display. Folks may choose to attach
one card to the board in the narthex for
all members and friends of St. Paul's to
enjoy.

The Shalom Choir would like to invite
you (and/or your children who may live
or attend college out of town and might
be home for at least one rehearsal) to
join our2011 Christmas Choir We
have two pieces planned for Christmas
eve and one for worship on Christmas
morning. Rehearsals will be on the
Thursdays in December.

Another way to share in music (singing
or instrumental) this season would be as
part of our prelude time for either
Christmas Eve or Christmas morning.
Any questions, see Joy Gobrecht.

Christmas Ev

Nov Acolytes Greeters
Kayla Gentzler Terry & Nancy Miller

Lay Readers
Barbara Senft

Nursery
Jen Fritz

Jess Hoffman
Darcey & Jena Hull
Juanita Bupp

11 Brandon Wherley Tim Bankert Family
18 Braden Gobrecht Kelly Fritz Family
25  Kira Hull Mark Hull Family

Chip Hoover
Jena Hull
Shannon Kern
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TheWinter Banquet hosted by the Council for Lay Life & Work will deeld on Saturday,
January 21 at 5:30 p.m. Our theme is "Togethéoie." The menu includes fruit cup, roast
turkey with filling, baked lasagna, fresh vegetafnledley, candied sweet potatoes and pie.
Cost is $11.50 for adults, $5.75 for children 6-4dd five and under free. Reservations will
be taken December 18th thru January 8th.

Hockey Fans.... Join us at a HersheyBear Hockey Game on SatuFadoruary 25, 2012.
Cost will be $15.50 per ticket. Payment is duelaguary 15th.

Agape Band + Matthias

Searching for bubble gum

Matthias found it!!




